Grade 8 Writing Assignment – Trench Letter/Diary
Student Name: ________________________
For this assignment, students will write EITHER a diary entry, or a letter home to a loved one. In both cases, students will attempt to imagine they are a soldier enduring the hardships of war.

Please try to use descriptive language to help the reader imagine what life might have been like for a soldier. Describe the conditions to the best of your ability. 

Purpose – Soldier’s Letter ( be mindful of your audience, gory details would be omitted
Purpose – Diary ( gory details included as the soldier tries to work through the anguish they’re feeling

SS 1.1
I have demonstrated an understanding of the Canadian experience at war
Level 1 – student has not demonstrated understanding of the trench experience
Level 2 – student has somewhat demonstrated understanding of the trench experience
Level 3 – student has demonstrated good understanding of the trench experience
Level 4 – student has demonstrated thorough understanding of the trench experience
9.4
I have kept the reader and purpose for my writing in mind ( diary, or letter is believable
Level 1 – writing lacks purpose

Level 2 – writing has attempted to create a believable letter
Level 3 – writing reflects the perspective of a soldier, and it is believable
Level 4 – writing appears to be written by an actual soldier, seamless adoption of voice
10.1 I have used appropriate vocabulary ( connected my reader with “sensory” language
Level 1 – vocabulary is basic
Level 2 – I have made some effort to connect sensory language to my piece
Level 3 – sensory language is noticeable throughout the piece
Level 4 – sensory language enhances the reader’s connection with the piece
10.1
I have used sentences that are complete 

Level 1 – sentences are incomplete and confusing

Level 2 – sentences can be somewhat understood, but lack punctuation

Level 3 – sentences are clear

Level 4 – sentences are clear, fluid and enhance the meaning of the text

Comments:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

